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Group Coursework

• Accounts for 40% final mark.

• Research project using data and STATA econometric software.

• All students divided in groups of 5/6 during Week 2. Nominate
group coordinator.

• Research project (max 6,000 words not counting Tables, Figures,
References and Appendix) including: Introduction, Literature Review,
Data & Methodology, Results, Conclusions.

• Submission deadline: Mid-January 2022.
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Group Coursework

• Objective: Apply econometric techniques (learnt during the
module) on data (provided) using STATA software (learnt during
Computer Labs) to answer specific and original research questions
(suggestions).

• Academic Outcome:

• ”There’s no better way to learn than by doing”.
• Develop student knowledge and skills in the use of econometric

techniques.

• Professional Outcome:

• Data handling;
• Familiarity with econometric software;
• Ability to design and carry out research/data analysis

independently;
• Ability to interpret econometric output;
• Ability to work in a team (also remotely).
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Group Coursework Milestones

1. Week 1: Relax/Panic - Watch STATA video 1.

2. Week 2: Groups creation, first group meeting, nominate group
coordinator.

3. Week 3: Coursework Workshop, WED 9-10 RRB AUD. - Watch
STATA video 2.

4. Weeks 3-6: Develop research question, first draft of literature review,
preliminary summary statistics.

5. Week 6: Group Coursework Research Proposal submission
(formative).

6. Weeks 7-11: Develop econometric analysis.

7. Week 11: Coursework Methodological Surgery.

8. Weeks 11-...: Finalise econometric analysis and rest of research paper.

9. January 2022: Coursework submission.
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Working in Group

• Working in groups can be challenging, it is everyone responsibility and
interest to ensure fairness in contribution to assignment.

• Students with Learning Support Plans (LSP) get in touch with
module leader for further help.

• Guidance on group work and collaboration can be found here.

• Group management responsibility of all members: agree on group
working practices, responsibilities, meeting attendance, timekeeping,
equity in workload (keep progress and meetings records).

• In case of problematic group members get in touch with module
leader ASAP.
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Working in Group

• In principle, ALL group members will be awarded the SAME
grade. However:

• Mark of 0 in case of no contribution of an individual member;
• Penalization in case of negative peers feedback (need to

submit individual group self-assessment and peer feedback
at the end of the coursework);

• Penalization if deadlines are not met (meetings, submission,
self-assessment form).

• Group coordinator will take responsibility for submission of
coursework, communication with module leader, and request of
extensions.

• All group members should check final version before submission.

• Failure to attach correct cover sheet will incur a 5% penalty. Must
contain registration number of each group member.

• Failure to attach do-file will incur a 10% penalty.

7 / 33



Introduction Structure Data & Questions

Lecture Outline

Introduction

Structure

Data & Research Questions

8 / 33



Introduction Structure Data & Questions

Structure Coursework

• Words Count: max 6,000 words (not counting Tables, Figures,
References and Appendix)

• Should include:

• Abstract (max 250 words)
• Introduction (ca. 1000 words)
• Literature Review (ca. 1000 words)
• Data Description (ca. 500 words)
• Methodology (ca. 750 words)
• Results (ca. 1000 words)
• Conclusions (ca. 500 words)
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Abstract
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Introduction

• Context: Why is this a relevant topic? Provide some numbers.

• Previous Literature: What previous studies have said about this,
what is missing?

• Contribution: What is your contribution? What are you going to
do?

• Methods: How are you going to do it? Summarise Data and
Methodology.

• Findings: Summary of Key Results. Link them back to existing
studies/predictions.

• Significance: What’s the significance of your results? Policy
Implications? Limitations and Future Research.
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Literature Review

• Brief overview of what previous studies have said about this
topic.

• Mention and discuss most related and similar papers (research
questions, data, methods, results).

• What is missing? Need to identify research gap or contribution.

• Formulate testable research hypothesis (?)
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Data Description

• Datasets: Describe datasets, observation level, time periods,
sample size, sources, variables included, strengths and
weaknesses.

• Data Management: Merge, Cleaning, Sampling, Resulting
sample size.

• Summary Statistics: for most important variables provide
Tables, Graphs, Maps that might help to set the scene.
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Methodology

Core part of your research paper: present specifics of econometric
analysis.

• Write econometric models (mathematical equations +
in-depth explanation).

• Describe variables included and their transformations (logs,
shares, intensity, interactions, non-linearity, fixed-effects).

• Discuss econometric methods: suitability, references,
strengths and limitations.

• Endogeneity: sources, problems for identification, solutions.

• Additional analysis and Robustness Tests.
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Results

• Include both econometric and economic interpretation of
your results.

• Start from simple baseline and then more sophisticated models.

• Link back to findings in previous studies.

• Clear, neat presentation of results using tables and (if possible)
graphs.

• Briefly discuss additional results and robustness tests (which
could be included in appendix).
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Conclusions

• Summary of what you have done and what are the main results.

• Discuss academic significance of your findings and potential
policy implications.

• Highlight limitations of your research and venues for future
research.
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Further Guidelines

• Writing Tips:

• Plamen N. (2013). Writing Tips For Economics Research
Papers. Harvard University.

• Thompson Writing Program (2014). Writing in Economics.
Duke University.

• Models:

• Best past year coursework (available on Blackboard).
• Papers provided as references for datasets and research

questions.
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Data Blocks

• Data Blocks on several research topics:

• Sub-Saharan African firms performance
• Chinese outward FDIs
• Mexican municipalities economic performance
• UK Housing Market
• Brexit and economic uncertainty
• COVID-19 spread in the UK

• Each data block includes:

• Different Datasets;
• Research Questions Tips;
• Reference Papers.
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT in MEXICO

• Datasets:

• Mexican Economic Census: employment and establishments
(domestic and foreign) at industry-municipality level 1993-2013.

• Socio-economic characteristics of Mexican Municipalities
(infrastructure, population, income, education, skills,
criminality..)

• Trade data at the municipality-industry level 2004-2014 (trade
flow, product classification, destination/origin, value,
complexity).

• Research Questions:

• Role of FDIs in Mexico as agents of industrial change.
• Role of FDIs in Mexico in sophistication of Mexican trade.
• Impact of criminality on FDI inflow and international trade.
• US China Syndrome and industrial shift in Mexico.
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT in MEXICO
• Reference Papers:

• Utar H. and Torre ruiz L.B. (2013). International Competition
and Industrial Evolution: Evidence from the Impact of Chinese
Competition on Mexican Maquiladoras. Journal of Development
Economics, 105: 267-287.

• Utar H. (2018). Firms and Labor in Times of Violence: Evidence
from the Mexican Drug War. CESIfo Working Paper no.7345.

• Bajgar M. and Javorcik B. S. (2019). Climbing the Rungs of the
Quality Ladder: FDI and Domestic Exporters in Romania.
EBRD Working Paper No. 235.

• Neffke F., Hartog M., Boschma R. and Henning M. (2018).
Agents of Structural Change: The Role of Firms and
Entrepreneurs in Regional Diversification. Economic Geography,
94(1): 23-48.

• Javorcik, B. S., A. Lo Turco, and D. Maggioni (2018). New and
improved: Does FDI boost production complexity in host
countries? The Economic Journal, 128 (614): 2507–2537.

• Lo Turco, A. and D. Maggioni (2018). Local discoveries and
technological relatedness: the role of MNEs, imports and
domestic capabilities. Journal of Economic Geography 19 (5):
1077–1098.
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN FIRMS
• Datasets:

• World Bank Enterprise Survey - firm-level balance sheet data
(panel and cross-section) for 25 SSA countries over the
2002-2018 period.

• SSA countries imports data at industry-level
(China/OECD/Africa/ROW) for trade in final and intermediate
products.

• China outward Foreign Direct Investments in SSA countries by
country and industry.

• Possibility to link to other data sources (Ease of Doing Business,
WB data, etc.)

• Research Questions:

• Impact of import competition on SSA firms productivity.
• Impact of import competition on SSA employment and skills.
• Impact of Chinese FDIs on SSA firms productivity, employment

and skills.
• Impact of import competition on SSA industrial transition.
• Other firm or region-industry level analysis.
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SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN FIRMS
• Reference Papers:

• Darko C., Occhiali G. and Vanino E. (2021). The Chinese are
Here: Import Penetration and Firm Productivity in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Journal of Development Studies, forthcoming.

• Buckley et al. (2017). A retrospective and agenda for future
research on Chinese outward foreign direct investment. Journal
of International Business Studies, 49: 4–23.

• Chen W., Dollar D. and Tang H. (2018). Why Is China
Investing in Africa? Evidence from the Firm Level. The World
Bank Economic Review, 32(3): 610–632.

• IGC (2016). Harnessing FDI for job creation and
industrialisation in Africa. Growth Brief, FIRMS, May 2016.

• Lin Y. (2015). Firm heterogeneity and location choice of Chinese
firms in Latin America and the Caribbean: Corporate
ownership, strategic motives and host country institutions.
China Economic Review, 34: 274–292.

• Autor, D., Dorn, D., Hanson, G. (2013). The China Syndrome:
Local Labor Market Effects of Import Competition in the United
States. The American Economic Review, 103(6): 2121-2168.
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BREXIT & TRADE

• Datasets:

• COMTRADE monthly bilateral trade statistics for the UK
(trade flow, destination/origin, product classification, value).

• CEPII trade-gravity data (borders, market size, tariffs, trade
agreements).

• Brexit-induce political uncertainty: Economic Policy Uncertainty
(EPU) Index + Google Trends Indexes.

• Research Questions:

• Impact of policy uncertainty on trade destruction and diversion.
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BREXIT & TRADE

• Reference Papers:

• Crowley, M. A., Exton O., and Han L. (2020). The Looming
Threat of Tariff Hikes: Entry into Exporting under Trade
Agreement Renegotiation. AEA Papers and Proceedings, 110:
547-51.

• Douch M., Du J. and Vanino E. (2019). Defying Gravity? Policy
Uncertainty and Trade Diversion. LBGCBP Research Paper, no.
3.

• Douch, M., Edwards, T.H. and Soegaars, C. (2018). Estimating
the trade effects of the Brexit announcement shock. The UK in a
Changing Europe.

• Sampson T. (2020). Brexit and UK Trade: The story so far. UK
in a Changing Europe. Available at: https:

//ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-and-uk-trade-the-story-so-far/ .
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BREXIT & INNOVATION

• Datasets:

• PATSTAT: all patents registered by UK, EU and US
organizations between 2012-2018 (owners, inventors, patent
office, technological class).

• Brexit-induce political uncertainty: Economic Policy Uncertainty
(EPU) Index + Google Trends Indexes.

• Research Questions:

• Effect of policy uncertainty on firms’ innovation and
international R&D collaborations.
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BREXIT & INNOVATION

• Reference Papers:

• Pertuze J.A., Reyes T., Vassolo R. and Olivares N. (2019).
Political uncertainty and innovation: The relative effects of
national leaders’ education levels and regime systems on
firm-level patent applications. Research Policy, 48(9).

• He F., Ma Y. and Zhang X. (2020). How does economic policy
uncertainty affect corporate Innovation? Evidence from China
listed companies. International Review of Economics Finance,
67: 225-239.

• Bhattacharya, U., Hsu, P., Tian, X., Xu, Y. (2017). What
Affects Innovation More: Policy or Policy Uncertainty? Journal
of Financial and Quantitative Analysis, 52(5): 1869-1901.
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UK HOUSING MARKET

• Datasets:

• Land Registry: All housing transactions in England since 1995
(postcode, time, price, property type, etc.)

• UK Finance postcode-level data on quarterly Household
(personal loans and mortgages) Finances 2013-2020.

• Possibility to link with many different datasets (floods,
infrastructure, etc.).

• Research Questions:

• Impact of policy uncertainty on the housing market.
• Impact of Natural Disasters on housing market.
• Effect of infrastructure/amenities improvements on housing

market.
• Effect of policy interventions on housing market.
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UK HOUSING MARKET
• Reference Papers:

• Pinchbeck E.W., Roth S., Szumilo N. and Vanino E. (2020). The
Price of Indoor Air Pollution: Evidence from Radon Maps and
the Housing Market. IZA Discussion Paper, no. 13655.

• Szumilo N. and Vanino E. (2021). Are government and bank
loans substitutes or complements? Evidence from spatial
discontinuity in equity loans. Real Estate Economics, 49(3):
968-996.

• Szumilo N. and Vanino E. (2021). Mortgage affordability and
entrepreneurship: Evidence from spatial discontinuity in
Help-to-Buy equity loans. Journal of Business Venturing, 36(4).

• Carozzi F., Hilber C. and Yu X. (2020). On the economic
impacts of mortgage credit expansion policies: evidence from
help to buy. CEP Discussion Papers dp1681.

• Beltran A., Maddison D. and Elliott R. (2019). The impact of
flooding on property prices: A repeat-sales approach. Journal of
Environmental Economics and Management, 95: 62-86.

• Bohman H. and Nilsson D. (2016). The impact of regional
commuter trains on property values: Price segments and income.
Journal of Transport Geography, 56: 102-109. 29 / 33
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COVID-19 in the UK

• Datasets:

• Weekly COVID-19 Positive Cases and Monthly Death Rates by
MSOAs in England.

• Socio-economic characteristics of neighborhoods in England at
the MSOA level (deprivation, population and employment
structure, density, ethnicity, pollution....).

• UK Finance data on households and SMEs finances at the
MSOA-quarter level 2013-2020.

• Research Questions:

• The role of employment and population density in the spread of
COVID-19 in the UK.

• Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on households and SMEs
finances.
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COVID-19 in the UK
• Reference Papers:

• Corradini C., Matheson J., and Vanino E. (2021). Disentangling
the role of population and employment density in the spread of
COVID-19. Available here.

• Carozzi F., Provenzano S. and Roth S. (2020). Urban Density
and COVID-19. IZA Discussion Paper, no. 13440.

• Wheaton W. C. and Thompson A.K. (2020). The Geography of
COVID19 growth in the US: Counties and Metropolitan Areas.
SSRN Working Paper no. 3570540.

• Papageorge N. et al. (2020). Socio-Demographic Factors
Associated with Self-Protecting Behavior during the COVID-19
Pandemic. Institute of Labor Economics (IZA).

• Matheson J. and Vanino E. (2021). COVID-19 Places Economic
Recovery Index (CoPERI). Available here.

• Centre for Cities (2021). How has the pandemic affected
spending, savings and debt in the UK’s largest cities and towns?
Available here.

• Matheson J., Nathan M., Pickard H. and Vanino E. (2020). Why
has coronavirus affected cities more than rural areas? Economics
Observatory. Available here. 31 / 33
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Next Steps

1. Speak with your group: have a look at the data, read some of the
papers.

2. Group meeting to brainstorm ideas about research question to
investigate and data to use.

3. Ask me for help about suggestions, additional data, feedback about
new research ideas, STATA and econometric tips. Book group C&F
hours.

4. When you study theory think about how you can apply it to your
research!

5. Start drafting sketch of literature review/theoretical
background.

6. Start playing with the data and produce first summary statistics.
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Group Coursework Research Proposal

• Formative Assessment;

• Submission deadline: end of week 6 (07/11).

• Need to include:
• Well defined research question;
• Draft of introduction;
• Draft of literature review;
• Draft data description;
• Summary statistics (tables, graphs, maps);
• Sketch of econometric model.
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